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Yo-Yoers ARE Better Students! The Survey Continues... 


In our March-April issue, we reported the results of our 
first, highly informal survey among our school-age readers. 
They had sent us copies of their report cards. We averaged all 
the grades together and setae that yo-yoers have a grade 
point average (GPA) of 3.4—a solid B+/A-. 

_ We liked the results of the first survey so much that we’re 
going to repeat it~ and you are invited to take part. All you 
ave to do is send us a copy of your final report card for the 
1988-89 school year. 

Everyone who enters will be eligible for one of two prizes. 
The first-place winner will receive a free one-year subscription 
to Yo-Yo Times. Second prize will be a free six-month subscrip- 
tion, All entries will be placed in a pile and the winning entries 
will be drawn at random. This acreage guarantees that every 
student who enters is equally eligible to receive one of the 

rizes. Therefore, please send us your final report card—even 
if you think your grades are not “good enough.” You have an 
equal chance to win a prize. 

Please follow the rules precisely. Entries that do not follow 
the ad 46 be ineligible bor the prize drawing, 

oO for 1t! 


THE RULES 


1. Send your final report card for the year, only. No mid- 
year report cards, please. 

2. Send copies only. No originals. None can be returned. 

3. Put your name, address and phone number on your 
report card. 

4. You do not have to be a subscriber to Yo-Yo Times. The 
contest is open to all students, grades 1 through 12, who yo-yo. 
5. If your school does not use a letter-grade method of 
reporting (generally A, B, C, D and F), please include a brief 

note or an explanation explaining how to translate iypee 
school’s grading system into letter grades. (If you don’t know 
how to do this, ask one of your teachers.) 

6. Please follow these instructions precisely. Help prove 
that yo-yoers not only are better students, but that they also 
can follow instructions. 

7, The deadline for receipt of report cards is Friday, July 
28. Theymust be received by that date in order to be eligible 
for the drawing. 

8. Send your entries to: Better Students, Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070. 


Smothers Brothers are Back on TV— 
One Show Only; Your Letters Needed 


CBS broadcast one of the four new “Smothers Brothers 
Comedy Hour” shows on Thursday, May 25. Featured in the 
“Yo-Yo Man” segment of the show was Paul Rodriguez, host 
of “The Newlywed Game.” Three shows remain “in the can.” 

The show is a “special,” but it may portend the return of 
the series if CBS receives enough letters urging that the 
Smothers be given a regular, weekly time slot. Address your 
letters to Mr. Kim LeMasters, CBS, 7800 Beverly Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA 90036. Send a duplicate copy to the head of 
programming at the CBS affiliate in your city. 

Be polite but firm in expressing your desire to see Tom 
and Dick in a regular time slot on the CBS schedule. 


“It’s Yo-Yo Time!” is Available 
to Readers at Special Discount Price 


“It’s Yo-Yo Time!” — the first yo-yo song written specifi- 
cally to be performed to — is avaiable at a discounted price to 
readers of Yo-Yo Times. 

Each line in the song (a catchy ragtime piece) describes a 
different yo-yo trick, which you can perform in time to the 
music. 

The lead singer on the song is “Mountain Stage” host 

Groce, who also wrote the music. Yo-Yo Tirnes editor 
Stuart F, Crump Jr. (“Professor Yo-Yo”), wrote the words 
and sings in the chorus along with the Mountain Stage Band. 


The tape contains four versions of the song: Beginners, In- 
termediate and Advanced, with progressively harder tricks to 
accommodate all skill levels, plus an Instrumental-only ver- 
sion, so you can do your own singing or even make up your 
own words. 

The retail price for “It’s Yo-Yo Time!” is $11.95. 
However, we have made special arrangements for Yo-Yo 
Times subscribers to obtain their own copies of the tape for 
half price — $5.95 postpaid — while supplies last. 

Each tape comes with a tip sheet that explains how to put 
your performance together with the music. 

Send your check or money order for $5.95 to “It’s Yo-Yo 
Time,” Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070. 
(US. funds; for shipping to Canadian addresses, add $1.00; 
other foreign, add $2.) Please allow 3 weeks for delivery in 
the U.S., and at least 6 weeks for overseas addresses. (Satis- 
faction guaranteed or your money back.) 


The Smothers Brothers Schedule 
Frequent Concerts on the Road 


In response to numerous requests, here is the schedule of 
upcoming concert appearances by Tom and Dick Smothers. 
Please inquire ‘peally for further information. 

6/2-3, Edmonton (Alberta) Symphony, Jubilee 
Auditorium; 6/4, Centennial Auditorium, Saskatoon, Sas- 
katchewan; 6/5, Calgary (Alberta) Center for the Performing 
Arts; 6/9, Denver, Co.; 6/10, Reynolds Coliseum, Raleigh, 
N.C.; 6/16, Meadowbrook Music Festival, Rochester, Mich.; 
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6/17, Rochester, Minn.; 6/18, North Shore Music Theater, 
Beverly, Ma.; 6/19, Garden State Arts Center, Holmdel, NJ.; 
6/21, Cincinnati (Ohio) Zoo; 6/23, Royal Palace Theater, Wil- 
liamsburg, Va.; 6/25, Civic Auditorium, Jacksonville, Fla.; 
6/26, Orange County Civic Auditorium, Orlando, Fla. 

Tom and Dick will make a special appearance from 12 to 
3 on July 8 at the Smothers Tasting Room, 1975 Highway 12, 
Kenwood, Calif. (in Sonoma County, about 1 hour’s drive 
north of San Francisco). Special guests will include Paul 
Buethe, Mark and Robert Litton, Don Watson, Tom Kuhn 
and Daniel Volk. 

The gathering is open to anyone. Plans include a yo-yo 
contest, demonstrations, and taping a segment for the new, 
advanced video. 

At the current time, they have the rest of July off until the 
28th. Look for their summer schedule in our next issue. 


Smothers’ Contest Delayed Until 1990 


First Yo-Yo Convention Delayed Also 


“The nationwide yo-yo contest is looking good for 1990,” 
wa Smothers Brothers associate manager Marci Car- 
riker. 

If you can’t wait that long for a nationwide contest, the 
good news is that Tom and Dick are expected to make ap- 
pearances for local contests in (1) St. Louis at Six Flags Mid- 
America on or about July 1, and (2) in or near Walt Disney 
World sometime around Labor Day. 

_ No further details are available yet. We'll let you know 
Just as soon as we hear. The contest delay means that the pre- 
viously announced Yo-Yo Times Convention is also delayed 
because it is being planned to coincide with the finals of the 
national contest. 

As to what happened to the three variety shows “in the 
can,” which still haver’t been shown, there’s still no word 
from CBS. Most likely scenario may be the one that Tom 
Smothers joked about in their May 1 appearance on “Johnny 
Carson”: “After CBS’s fall season is a flop, maybe they'll 
look for us to replace some of the shows they drop.” 

As for their new situation comedy starring Tom and 
Dick, “We’ll still working on it,” Carriker said. That means, 
“No news yet.” 

She added that sales of the yo-yo and the video are 
“going great. We’re looking forward to producing an ad- 
vanced video.” 

In other news, the Smothers Brothers have launched 
their own production com , Smo Bro Productions, lo- 
cated at 8489 W. Third St., Suite 1078, Los Angeles, CA 
90048, phone 213/651-5718. 

The new company will produce television shows, fea- 
tures, animation and “other people’s projects,” Carriker 


yond ALWAYS 


STICKS BY YOU ! 
* MADE OF HARD ROCK MAPLE 


* NATURAL FINISH WITH LIGHT-DIFFRACTING SIDES 
(AVAILABLE IN FIVE COLORS) 

* PATENTED DESIGN =* ALL LEATHER BELT STRAP 

* MADE IN USA 


Al 
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said. One of the company’s first projects is the production of 
the advanced yo-yo video. 


Protect Your Yo-Yo 


John Donahue of Apopka, Fia., writes: “Back in the 
November-December issue, Ryan Feeley wrote to ask about 
rubber rims to put on his yo-yo to keep it from getting 
damaged. For quite some time I’ve been putting wide rubber 
bands on my yo-yos. You can purchase them from a local 
business supply store. They work quite well. 

“He’ll have to take his yo-yo with him to match it up with 
the right size.” 


Yo in the Dark 


A neat idea from Paul Buethe, “The Yo-Yo Guy”: Take a 
clear plastic Pro-Yo and pop the disks out of the side. Put 
one of thibee glow-in-the-dark, worm-like “things” you can 
buy at an outrageously overpriced cost at any amusement 
park inside the hollowed-out sides of the yo-yo. Then, pop 
the plastic disk back in place to keep the glowing “worm” 
from slipping out. Makes a crowd-pleasing visual effect when 
you yo in the dark. 

“Try using a strobe light to help you achieve an ‘altered 
state of yo,’ writes Bob Mlsna of Rockford, Ill. “It especially 
works with the reflective Silver Bullet.” 


Oil that Axle 


If you use a Yomega (“The Yo-Yo with a Brain”), Len 
Amaral suggests that you might like to obtain a Pin Point 
Oiler, which is available for $9.99 from Leichtung 
Workshops, 1-800-321-6840. Load the oiler, which looks like 
and clips in your pocket like a pen, with a mild mineral oil 
(Len uses Squibb). Once every hour of play, take the yo-yo 
apart and put a drop of oil on the axle. 


“Where Did It Go?” 


Back in the 1950s, we watched a Duncan demonstrator 
—_— this trick so beautifully we’ve never forgotten it. In 

act, we do it ourselves. 

It’s not a new trick. It’s a different way of doing a familiar 
trick. 

Throw a “Dog Bite.” (If you don’t have a book that tells 
you how to do it, here’s how: Throw a fast sleeper. Swing the 
yo-yo back between your legs. Jerk the string and time the 
return so that the yo-yo brushes against the underside of 
your pants leg as it returns. If you perform the trick correctly, 
the yo-yo will “bite” your pants and hang there. 

Most people who do the “Dog Bite” start off with a 
“Walk the Dog,” then perhaps a “Walk the Cat” (a reverse 
“Walk the Dog”), then do the “Dog Bite,” while making a 
simple comment such as, “Don’t get between the dog and the 
cat or you might get bitten.” Okay, but not nearly so funny as 
it could be done. 

With this variation, don’t say anything about what you are 
doing. Swing the yo-yo between your legs. When it bites, the 
yo-yo will appear to disappear behind you. Give a frustrated 
tug on the string as if you are totally puzzled. Scratch your 
head. Look down. Slowly turn around and look behind you 
as if you are searching for the yo-yo. As you do, the audience 
will see it clinging to your leg. If you do it correctly, you'll get 
a tremendous round of applause. 

To recover the top, simply give a stiff tug on the string. It 
will dislodge and pick up spin as it drops. With a couple of 
tugs, you can get it back to your hand. 

How not to do “Dog Bite”: When you're just learning the 
trick, and it doesn’t work for you every time, do not an- 
nounce what you are going to do. Swing the yo-yo between 


your legs. If it bites, fine. Go into your humorous routine. If it 
does not, don’t try it again. Say nothing, and go on to your 
next trick. Later, you can come back and try it again. The 
worst thing you could do is say, “Oh, it didn’t work. Let me 
try that again.” This approach totally destroys the surprise — 
and hence the humor — of the trick. 


TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 


Keep those tricks coming in. We’ll continue to print as 
many as we can. Rest assured that we haven’t overlooked 
yours. It’s in our ever-bulging folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are primarily 
those that can be described in words without pictures. We 
don’t have room for lots of pictures in the newsletter. 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary can- 
didates for the book of new yo-yo tricks we are assembling. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive a free 6- 
month extension on your subscription. And if your trick is 
selected “Trick of the Month,” you get a year’s subscription 
as our token way of saying “thanks for belping the yo-yo to 
continue developing as the greatest of all toys.” 

If your trick is used in the book, you’ll receive a free, 
autographed copy by the author/editor, Professor Yo-Yo. 
(Note: Just to protect ourselves in the future, please be ad- 
vised that sending us your trick means that you are giving us 
aioe to print it in the newsletter and subsequent 

ooks. You will, of course, receive full credit in both places 
as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right-handed 
yoist. If you’re left handed, make the appropriate changes 
when following the directions. 


“Robbie Knievel” 
Rob Lynch, The String Pilot, Beeville, TX 

This is a good one for summertime at the pool. 

Start by doing “The par hy onl on the diving board. 
When you reach the end of the board, raise your arms above 
your head and take the plunge, yo-yo and all! 

“Braintwister Cha-Cha-Cha” 
Jesse Holstein, Amherst, MA 


Throw a real fast sleeper. Then, “Rock the Baby” once or 
twice, then go into one “cha-cha-cha.” 
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Hummingbird™ 


World's Premier 
Wooden 
Trick YoYos 


Hummingbird Yoy Company, Ltd. 
32 Water Street - P.O. Box 276 Arcade, New York 14009 


Right before the yo-yo completes the full rotation of the 
cha-cha-cha, let go of all the string. The yo-yo should con- 
tinue down like a sleeper. Then, do an under mount of the 
“Braintwister.” 


3 Juggle Yo” 
Paul Kyprie, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

(Paul is primarily a juggler, working under the moniker, 
“Zeemo the Magnificent” and his “Comedy Juggling Revue.” 
He likes to slip yo-yo tricks into his act.) 

Try to juggle two balls in one hand and do loops with 
your yo-yo in the other hand. 

Another combination I’m working on is hula-hooping and 
doing loops at the same time. I finish my act by doing a hula 
hoop while balancing on a Rola-Bola and juggling three balls. 


“The Tasmanian Devil” 
Dennis Lesley (Captain Yo-Yo), Birmingham, Ala. 

1. Throw a “Sleeping Beauty.” 

2. Grab the string about 3 or 4 inches above the yo-yo 
with your left hand. 

3. With the slack string between —_ right and left hands, 
swing the slack string around the “Sleeping Beauty” by hold- 
ing your left hand beneath the yo-yo. (Swing the string in the 
opposite direction of the “Sleeping Beauty.”) 


“Over the Top” 
Adam H. Omansky, Baltimore, Md. 


1. Throw a basic, fast “gravity pull.” 

2. Keeping your palm up, allow the yo-yo to snap above 
your hand aaa then back down. 

3. Simply catch the yo-yo as you would catch a normal 
gravity pull, when it comes back up. 3 

My personal record is three consecutive “Over the Tops.” 


“The Field Goal” (or “Field Yo”) 
Ted Eckel, Louisville, KY 


Throw a ne i holding the yo-yo at half-arm’s length 
away from your body (normal sleep position). Announce that 
you are attempting a field goal. a 

Hold out your free hand and form the “goal” by pinkie 
finger and forefinger extended to form your hand into a goal 
post. 

Position the goal post between your body and the yo-yo 
string. Then, in a gruff voice, say, “Hut! Hut!” Bring your 
foot back and “mock” kick the bottom of the yo-yo. At the 
same time, jerk the string, retrieving the yo-yo. Make sure the 
yo-yo returns between your “goal post.” _ ' 

Jump up and down yelling, “Three points! Three points 
“The Washington Monument” 

Jerry Finley, Alexandria, LA 

You see “The Eiffel Tower” done quite frequently, and I 

personally feel it is time we brag about our own great tower 
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Trick of the Month 


The Hypno-Yo 
Ted Eckel, Louisville, KY 


This one is as much showmanship as it is yo-manship. 

When properly mastered, this trick allows you to per- 
form even the most complicated string tricks with practical- 
ly no practice at all. Before you can attempt the “Hypno- 
Yo,” you need to prepare the yo-yo. 

Make a copy of the pattern in your Xerox machine. Cut 
out both circles and glue them to the sides of a yo-yo. Now 
you're ready. 

After you have gathered a crowd eager to be enter- 
tained, pull a regular og from your pocket and boldly an- 
nounce that you are the “Yo-Yo Master of the Universe” 
or some other such exaggeration about your abilities. 

Start with a few simple tricks such as the “Sleeper” and 
“Walk the Dog,” using your regular yo-yo. As you perform 
each trick, be sure to extravagantly announce the name of 
the trick as though it were the first time the trick had ever 
been performed anywhere in the world. 

Continue to repeat these simple tricks, and tell the 
audience that eed are witnessing a real spectacle. Undoub- 
tedly someone will catch on and say, “Hey, you’re doing the 
same trick over and over, and it doesn’t look that compli- 
cated, What kind of Yo-Yo Master are you, anyway?” 


At this point, as you emphasize the fine points of yoing, 
secretly switch your regular yo-yo for the Hypno-Yo that 
you have hidden in your pocket. The next move is the most 
important one, so follow it carefully. 

With your Hypno- Yo in hand, throw a fast sleeper, 
making sure that the sides of the yo-yo face the audience. 

Now, slowly swing the yo-yo back and forth. The spin- 
ning of the special pattern on the sides of your yo-yo will 
quickly cast a ee trance on the crowd. (Or, at least, 
act as if this is a foregone conclusion.) Now that they are 
under your control, simply tell them that you are now doing 
“Loop the Loop.” Of course, you’re not really doing “Loop 
the Loop.” But, due to your hypnotic suggestion, they'll 
think they're seeing you do it. 

While they are under your spell, go ahead and tell them 
you’re doing any trick you want, especially difficult ones 
such as “Shoot the Moon” and the “Brain Twister.” 

As a grand finale, tell them you’re doing the “Roller- 
Coaster” ... BACKWARDS! This will rea harap 
even the most ardent skeptic into believing that you really 
are the Yo-Yo Master of the Universe! 

When you’re through, put the Hypno-Yo back in your 

cket, pull out your regular yo-yo. Snap your fingers loud- 
ly twice to awaken the audience from their hypnotic trance. 

Take your bow as if you had just performed a miracle. 


AK | 


SPECIAL PATTERNS to make your own Hypno-Yo. (NOTE: Photocopy this pattern. Do not cut your issue!) 


here in America, the Washington Monument. In other 
words, “Let’s see America first.” 
If you can do “The Eiffel Tower” you can do “The 
Was on Monument” because the moves are almost iden- 
tical, only backwards. (How’s that for a clear explanation?) 
First, throw a good sleeper. With your free hand, push 


AD.Y) 1, geonoonE 


Use these fun calling cards to promote your business, 
organization, social event, or yourself! 

Ad-Yo’s offer a full 13/4" circle of advertising 
space while creating fun and challenge! 
° White, high-impact plastic 
¢ Attached string 
« Your logo hot stamped on 

vinyl colored discs. aa 
Choose from a variety of colors. Call for details! 


(602) 623-9981 
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the string away from you. At the same time, bring your yo-yo 
hand down and forward past the string hanging from your 
free hand. 

Hook the hanging string with the back of your thumb, at 
the same time moving the free hand forward and down. 

Catch the yo-yo string with the thumb and forefinger of 
your free hand. Now, give your yo-yo hand a twist to the right 
(palm up) and grasp ai yo-yo string between the first and 
second finger. Let the string slip off the back of your free 
hand. 

At this point, you have a triangle, which you could call 
“The Bermuda Triangle.” 

By bringing your thumb in, you will narrow the base of 
the triangle. Presto! “The Washington Monument”! 


“The Homing Pigeon” 
Kirk J. Eby, Purcell, OK 
I watched Barney Akers on “The Smothers Brothers” 
fling the yo-yo between his legs and land it in his hip pocket. 
I have been doing a similar trick for a couple of years 
now. I call it the ee I have a shirt with a loose 
breast pocket to use for this. 


_ [begin by throwing a series of loops. On the end of the 
third loop, I land the yo-yo in my shirt pocket. I usually use 
this for a finale. 


“The Double Elephant’s Trunk” 


Ryan Feely of Fonthill, Ontario, Canada, sends this team- 
work trick. It takes two yoers. 

Stand facing each other, about 4 feet apart, with your left 
arms extended out sideways. 

Together, gently toss your yo-yos out in a “Forward 
Pass,” allowing the yo-yos to loop gently over and hang from 
the outstretched arm, where they will “rock” back and forth 
for a few moments. 

Also together, make an elephant roar, then jerk the yo- 
yos back to your hands. 


“A Close Shave” 


This one is dangerous! Do not try it until you are well 
along in your yo-yo mastery. 

Do a “Shoot the Moon.” As the yo-yo passes beside your 
face, let it just gently graze your cheek on the way up and the 
way down. Reach over with your other hand and pat your 
cheek, feeling your “close shave,” commenting, “I haven’t 
had to buy any razor blades since I perfected that trick.” 

(It’s not actually necessary to have the yo-yo brush your 
face to achieve the same effect. A close pass will do the trick. 
Your audience isn’t likely to notice or care, especially if you 
make it funny.) 

“Stringless Skyrocket 
Dennis Lesley, “Captain Yo-Yo,” Birmingham, AL 
_ This trick might be included in the list of Stupid Yo-Yo 
Tricks. It was inspired by John Matusow, the inventor of the 
er Yo-Yo ae in the Klutz Yo-Yo Book. 
_During my performance, I pull out my “stringless yo-yo,” 
which is nothing more than a ha without a ne in it 
After iat up and catching it a few times, | end m per- 
formance by throwing it real high and catching it in my shirt 
pocket or in a plain paper sack. 


“Shooting Saturn” 
Mike Donaldson, “Stringmaster,” Fortville, Ind. 


Here’s one a bit out of the ordinary, namely, a trick that is 
easier to describe than it is to do. This is almost like alternat- 
ing “inside” and “outside” “Loop the Loops,” except doing it 
over your head, “Shoot the Moon” style. 

Start by throwing a regular “Shoot the Moon,” out in 
front of you, back in, then backward and straight up. As the 
yo-yo comes down, let it swing outside your wrist. 

If you can repeat, alternate: Inside the wrist coming back- 
ward, and outside the wrist going forward. 

you’re doing this with two hands, I’ve found it better to 
sti the strings the same length, or the left one slightly 
onger. 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $9.95 
i A complete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
y Everything from Rock-the- 
€ / Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
f all here: 83 pages lavishly 


/ illustrated, photographed, and 
/ packaged with our own maple wood 
fj yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
/ Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
.. / catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
“wf Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 


ROY ROGERS-ROUNDUP KING YOYO 
A COLLECTORS ITEM STORED FOR 40 YEARS! 

© Beautiful old fashioned plastic 

© Wooden axle 

o Great looper and sleeper 

© In original cello bag with spare string 


YO-YO TIMES SPECIAL $8.00 


(Regularly $10.00) +shipping $2.50 


1 DOZEN $90.00 ( + $6.00) 
1 DOZEN IN RARE FULL f 
COLOR DISPLAY BOX $110.00 postpaid =f 


TOM KUHN CUSTOM YOYOS 
2383 CALIF 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115 
415/921-8138 


ORDER 
While they last! 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters and Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, new 
tricks, etc. Please include your phone number with all letters, 
articles, etc. so we can get back to you if we have questions. 
We will not print your address unless you ask us to. 


The Thrill of Victory 


I am a seventh grade teacher at Hampshire Regional 
High School. My students are currently involved in a yo-yo 
craze that is positively amazing. Kids who were meek and shy 
are now outgoing arid popular because of the tricks they can 
do with their yo-yos. 

Competition, practice and the thrill of victory have even 
late the normal pushing, shoving and running in the 

alls! 

We are putting together a yo-yo skit for our annual 

variety show. One hundred 7th graders thank you in advance 


for their subscription. 
(Mrs.) Caryl A. Finn 
Hampshire Regional H.S. 
Westhampton, MA 


Calling All Video Collectors 


To the Editor: 

Anything I’ve been able to find on videotape of the 
Smothers Brothers I have in my collection. Does anyone out 
there have other items--especially from their early 1967-68 
shows--that they would like to trade for? 

Kara Sjoblom 
74 Applegate Way 
Alameda, CA 94501 


[Kara: Great idea! Let’s get together and trade video tapes. 
Kara sent us a list of what she has and what she’s looking for. 
If you write her, be sure to send a self-addressed, stamped, busi- 
ness-size envelope, so she can send you a copy of her list.] 


Still Looking 


Thank you for the article on my brother, Neal Kabar- 
rubias, a former yo-yo champ. My family and I are hoping 
that it will bring some positive results. (See: “Where Are 
They Now?” in the March-April issue.) 

Unfortunately, your article lists his age as 78. He is 68, 
having been born 12/2/20, and he sometimes used a shorter 
version of the last name, spelled with a “C”: Cabbey, as my 
father did. 

Mrs. Ilene Barbera 
Philadelphia, PA 


[Can any readers help locate Neal Kabarrubias? Write to 
us, and we'll put you in touch with his family.] 
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Another Collector 


Did anyone video-record the new Smothers Brothers 
shows? I would like to get a VHS copy of all the “Yo-Yo 
Man” segments. ’ll gladly pay for the cassette and necessary 
postage. I do have the three most recent episodes, with the 
Yo-Down, Yo-Finger and the four yo-yo pros. 

Also, I am trying to find out who manufactured the yo-yo 
Tom Smothers is holding on the front of the Kodak Yo-Yo 
Man video. It’s a puiteity configuration with laser stickers 
on the sides. 

One more thing: I'd love to see a review of all the dif- 
ferent yo-yos available, written by readers, not the people 
who make the yo-yos. 

Ted Eckel 
203 Mt. Holly Ave., #3 
Louisville, KY 40206 


[Ted: We hope you get a good response. Our readers might 
want to know that Ted is the author of an article, “What’s the 
best state in America? Easy. It’s the State of Yo,” which ap- 
peared in the Louisville Courier-Journal in April.] 


Bring Back the Brothers 


The Smothers Brothers have not been appearing on TV 
lately due to (from what I understand) the “ratings.” I found 
out from calling CBS that the most important influence in 
the ratings is individual letters from the public. 

If you would like to see the Smothers Brothers back on 
the air, please send a letter to CBS telling them! A simple 
statement is enough. Send it to Mr. Kim LeMasters, CBS, 
7800 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90036. 

[Editor’s note: Send a copy of the letter to your local CBS 
affiliate, too, and ask them to apply pressure on the network.] 
I know a lot of us yoers believe the Smothers Brothers 
are responsible for re-introducing the yo-yo to us. Please 

write CBS as soon as possible. 

If you want more ideas on how you can meet other yoists 
and promote yoing in your area, just send me a self-ad- 
dressed, stamped envelope, and I’ll tell you what I did to 
create the 7 rtunities to be in the newspapers and even on 
TV! The public loves to hear about yo-yos. 

Paul Buethe 
106 S. Ham Lane 
Lodi, CA 95242 


Science Fair Project 


I have been a yo-yoer for about 6 years now, and I have 
been influenced enough to do a project on the science of yo- 
yos. If you or any of your readers have any scientific informa- 
tion concerning yo-yos in general, I would be incredibly 
happy if you could send articles, data, pictures, etc. 

If not, could you please recommend somewhere else for 
me to look? Thank you. 

Paul Dreyer 
8616 Seagate Dr. 
Raleigh, NC 27615 


[Can any of our readers help Paul out?.A couple ideas you 
might like to explore: (1) What shape of yo-yo spins the 
longest? Take a given mass of clay and mold it into different 
shaped “tops.” Spin them, and measure the length of spin. See 
how the shape affects the balance and length i spin. (2) What 
is the ideal amount of wax to put on a string? Try different 
amounts. What is too much? Too little? Just right? Try this 
with different yo-yos. Be sure to send us a copy of your report 
when you finish with it. 


The Greatest Toy 


I will be 50 years old at the end of July and have always 
considered the yo-yo one of the best toys that was ever in- 
vented. 

My friend, Clem Magrum, a long-time magician of more 
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YO-YOS 


We manufacture 
natural or painted finish 


with or without logos 


Kentucky Impressions 
3343 Camp Ground Rd. 
Louisville, KY 40211 
(502) 778-7377 


than 50 years, got me going again. I’d have gotten back into 
yo-yoing more seriously sooner if I had known of Tom Kuhn 
and all those books and now videos. 

My main pastime oe now is origami (paper folding), 
which I enjoy very much. 

In reply to “Professor Yo-Yo’s” column (Nov./Dec. 1988 
issue), I agree that “Yo-yoers Are More Creative.” Maybe 
that’s why I like origami, also. Like yo-yoing, you can do 
origami anywhere. It’s easy to carry the paper and the yo-yos 
vith you--and I can always fold money. The cost of these hob- 
bies is relatively inexpensive. ‘ 

Also, Ryan Feeley wanted to know how to protect the rim 
of his yo-yo from scuffs and nicks. Maybe you could make 
your own protection band by getting an old dirt bike tube 
and cutting it into the shape of rubber bands, or perhaps 
even use electrical tape. 

Leon Loose 


Silvia, IL 
Better Students 


I’m glad you did an article on yo-yoers and grades. I real- 
ly believe that people who practice the yo-yo are better in 
school work and are generally friendlier than others. 

I wish teachers would realize this. Once I brought my 
whole collection of yo-yos to school, and my teacher confis- 
cated the whole thing. She could barely fit them in her desk. 
Finally, 2 months later, she returned them. I still wonder 
what she had against the toy. . : 

I’m glad to see the return in popularity of peo With so 
many bad habits you can form today, there’s finally an inter- 
est in something that’s good for your health and entertaining 
at the same time. , 

A few years ago, when I told people what my favorite 
hobby was, they thought I was weird. Now it’s no longer so 
strange. 

Grant Howarth 
Plainfield, CT 


We Need a List 


Could you publish a checklist of all known yo-yo tricks, 
both one- and two-handed? 

It would set goals for us yoers, as well as improve sales of 
your newsletter and your book because most of the tricks 
aren’t in conventional yo-yo books. 

Ryan Feely 
2 Blackwood Crescent 
Fonthill, Ontario LOS 1E0 


[Ryan, the list is a great idea. We have a copy of Dale 
Myrberg’s list, plus the lists that —%. in The One and Only 
Yo-Yo Book by George Maiko, The World on a String by 
Helane Zeiger and The Klutz Yo-Yo Book by John Cassidy. If 
any readers have additional tricks to add to those lists, or even 
different names for standard tricks, share them with us, and 
we'll add them to the list before we publish it. 


YO BRIEFS 


e “Tops,” a traveling exhibit touring the country, which 
features a hands-on demonstration of the scientific principles 
of the yo-yo, will be at the Children’s Museum of Utah in Salt 
Lake City, and the Catawba Science Center, Hickory, N.C., 
from May 20 through July 16. From Aug. 5 through Oct. 1, it 
will be at the Science Place, Dallas, Tex., and the Science Sta- 
tion, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. The exhibit was developed by and 
first appeared at the Boston Children’s Museum. The As- 
sociation of Science-Technology Centers in Washington, 
D.C., is managing the tours of two similar exhibits. 

e Tom Kuhn of Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos, 2383 Califor- 
nia St., San Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138, has also 
begun marketing his new model yo-yo, “The Woody,” which 
is a basic wooden yo-yo. It looks like the modular No Jive but 
does not come apart. Regularly $8 plus shipping, The Woody 
is available to Yo-Yo Times readers for a limited time only at 
the special price of $8 postpaid (saving you shipping costs), 
or $15 postpaid for a Woody as well as a copy OF the new edi- 
tion of Helane Zeiger’s book, The World on a String. 

e Also available from Tom Kuhn: The new “Yo Yo Team 
No Jive” patch, an attractive, round patch in blue, white, red, 
yellow and black colors. Price: $6 postpaid to readers of YYT. 

e New from Ken Picou, owner of Design in Wood, 5508 
Montview, Austin, TX 78756, 512/454-3425: a matched, 
balanced set of Slo- Yo Pros, made from exotic woods, ina 
walnut or mahogany presentation box with brass hardware on 
it. It’s “a nice corporate gift” for only $50, Picou says. Also 
new from Design in Wood: Laminated Slo-Yo Pros with the 
striped look because they are made from five to seven layers 
of exotic, colored woods. $18 each or 2 for $31. The Pros are 
hand turned. Normal price for the standard Slo-Yo Pro 
models are $15 or 2/$25. The Pro models are available in 
Purplehart, Goncaloalves, Mesquite and Macawood. Picou 
also reports that the standard Slo- Yo, an inexpensive (83; 
2/$5), long-spinning wooden yo-yo, made of hard maple, 
“loops better” now that he has “added a little more weight to 
the outside.” Add $2 shipping and handling on all orders. 

e ABZ Toys Inc., 5133 Coronado Ave., Oakland, CA 
94618, 415/658-9230, is moving in July. Watch for the 
company’s new address in our next issue. 

e Would yo’ believe it? A 1901 self-portrait by Pablo 
Picasso entitled “Yo Picasso” sold at an auction in early May 
by Sotheby’s for just under $48 million. And it didn’t even in- 
clude a free yo-yo. (Those who speak Spanish will realize that 
“yo” in Spanish means “I.”) Our thanks to Chuck Zornig of 
the International Yo- Yo Institute in Chicago for bringing this 
interesting tidbit to our attention. 

e Still available from the International Yo-Yo Institute, 
1030 N. Dearborn, #309, Chicago, IL 60610, 312/988-YOYO 
(9696): Genuine all-wood, 1947 Hi-Ker Flattops Ue 
style yo-yos; remember, no one but Duncan could call them 
“yo-yos” in 1947), Red or orange with white strips. $14.95 
plus $2/postage & handling. 


Yo-Yo's for Collectors and Players Alike. 
The new Model 22 is a one piece rock maple yo-yo 
dynamically balanced and exquisitly painted. 
~ Model 23 is a one piece yo-yo with 
ny natural finish. More models are in 

the works. Write for details and 
get on our mailing list. 


(Bird in. Hand, 


847 W. 5th St. Chico, CA 95928 


(Bite 
Yovo/ 


YOMEGA — 


THE YO-YO WITH A BRAIN® 


Executive edition — black watchcase, Brass 


plated ball bearings and springs, clear clutch. 
To order send $19.95 each 
plus $2 shipping and handling to: 
Yomega Corp., 1641 N. Main St., Fall River, MA 02720 
(Mass. residents add 5% sales tax) 


CONTEST NEWS 


e Results of the recent City-Wide Yo-Yo Contest in Tuc- 
son, Ariz., sponsored by the Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment, Playmaxx Inc., Pepsi Cola and Channel 18: 63 par- 
ticipants, 3 winners in each category. (Unless otherwise 
noted, all participants are from Tucson). Overall winners (all 
ages) were Paul Buethe, Lodi, Calif. (first), William 
Maytorena, (second) and Scott Pallitto (third). Adult 
category (age 14 and up): (1) William Maytorena, (2) Paul 
Buethe, (3) Scott Pallitto. Ages 10-13: (1) Devin Pearce, (2) 
Travis Pearce, (3) Fernando Aros. Ages 6-9: (1) Audie 
Quintero, (2) Daniel Reyes, (3) Jeanne Stickles. Winners of 
the Mr. ProYo Coloring Contest were Trina Jenkins and 
Thailla Tisdale. Winners received free passes to Sonora 
Desert Museum, the Breakers, Justin’s Water World and 
Golf-n-Stuff, plus each participant received a certificate. 

e Winners of the yo-yo contest at the Stockton (Calif.) 
Asparagus Festival IV on April 23, were: 12 and under: 1. 
Robert Litton, Walnut Creek, 2. Chris Haines, Lodi, 3. David 
Morrison, Chico; 13-16 years: 1. Mark Sitton, Chico, 2. Jeff 
Tillett, Lodi, 3. Mark Peet, Lodi; 17 and up: 1. Debbie Gon- 
salves, Fresno, 2. Vince Cobb, Chico, 3. Barbara Malowney, 
Chico. 

e The Yo-Yo Man Fan Club has been taken over by the 
Smothers Brothers staff, but there are no details yet. We'll 
keep you posted. However, before this happened, the earlier 
club, under president Paul Buethe (see BRIEF in our last 
issuc), held its first contest. Mark Peet of Lodi, Calif, won 
the 13-and-up category. His prize: an official Yo-Yo Man Yo- 
Yo, personally signed by Tom and Dick Smothers. Grant 
Rosenquist won the 8-12 category. He won a Yo-Yo Man yo- 
yo provided by Paul’s Yo-Yo Shed. 

e Winners in “The Great Northern Yo-Yo Contest,” held 
in Chico, Calif., on Saturday, April 29, in the “open” 
category, were: first, Mark Sitton of Chico; second, Robert 
Litton of Walnut Creek; third, Paul Buethe of Lodi; fourth, 
Don Watson of Rohner Park; and fifth, Vince Cobb of Chico. 
For details about next year’s contest, contact Bob Malowney, 
owner of Bird in Hand Yo-Yos, 847 W. Fifth St., Chico, CA 
95928, 916/893-0545. 


The Yo-Yo Name Game 


Several issues ago we suggested that you might want to 
come up at own yo-yo stage name. 

Readers liked the idea. We published a list in our Nov.- 
Dec. issue. And still the names pour in. Here are a few more: 
Yo-Man First Class (Frank Thomason, Sapulpa, OK), 

The Earl of Whirl (Joe Lynch, Mt. Airy, MD), The Yo-Yo 
Guy (Paul Buethe, Lodi, CA), The Guru of Yo (Dale Oliver, 
Seattle, Wash.), Stringmaster (Mike Donaldson, Fortville, 
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Ind.), The Master of Yo (Taro Yamashita, Littleton, Mass.), 
Yo-Momma (Katherine Templeton, Reno, Nev.), The 
Wizard of Yo (Patrick Besha, Berne, N.Y.), Prince Yo (Nick 
Barber, Berne, N.Y.), Master Yo (Jeff Schenck, Berne, 
N.Y.), The Yo-Yo Queen (Linda Sengpiel, Akron, Ohio), 
Seen-Yo-Man (Lou Newman, Liberty, N.Y.), Surfer Yo 
tS ames LaBarbe, Long Beach, Calif.), the Yo-Yo Kid 
Steven Cardwell, Hamilton, Bermuda). 

If you want to add yours to the list, send it in. If you’re the 

first with that stage name, we’ll “register” it for you. 


PROFESSOR YO-YO SAYS... 


“When I was just a child of 10 

I met the most amazing man. 

He taught me how to pull my strings. 
He taught me all kinds of nifty things 
Like how to sleep, and skin the cat, 
Around the world. Things like that. 
The kind of stuff a kid should know. 
He taught me how to yo-yo.” 


So starts the song, “It’s Yo-Yo Time” by Larry Groce 
(music) and yours truly (words). 

If truth be told, I was actually 9 years old when I met that 
“most amazing man,” but “9” didn’t rhyme so well, so I 
changed it to 10. Artistic license. I trust you will forgive my 
tampering with the truth. 

Yo-yoing is a sport, and like most sports, it needs to be 
taught. In every serious yo-yoer’s life there is a “most amaz- 
ing man (or woman) who first introduced us to the fun and 
excitement of yo-yoing. 

In my life, that “most amazing man” was Joe Radovan, 
the founder of the Royal Yo-Yo Co. A former Duncan 
demonstrator, Joe decided he could make more money being 
his own boss, so he started the Royal company in direct com- 
petition with his former boss. 

For years, he toured the country, promoting his brand of 
yo-yos, hitting the slightly smaller cities that Duncan was 
missing. My family was visiting Charleston, S.C., during the 
summer of 1954 when we stayed at the same motel that Joe 
and his wife were using as their base of operation. Every eve- 
ning he entertained us with a yo-yo show, and he taught me 
“all the tricks I know,” to quote another line from the song. 

Again, to tell the truth, he didn’t actually teach me all the 
tricks I know. I’ve learned most of the more advanced tricks 
in the years since, but it was Joe who set me off on the right 
path, yoing all the way. 

When Larry Groce and the Mountain Stage Band 
recorded “It’s Yo-Yo Time!” on Feb. 11, we had no way of 
knowing it, but Joe was ailing. He passed on two days later, 
on Feb. 13. 

Not everyone in the yo-yo business liked him. He was an 
aggressive businessman whose entrepreneurial savvy rivaled 
his yo-yo skills. 

But one thing he did that will forever remain a legacy for 
all of us: A Filipino himself, Joe had been calling our favorite 
toy a “yo-yo” ever since he was a little boy. He saw no reason 
to stop. So, he marketed “Royal Yo-Yos” in direct violation 
of Duncan’s trademark. 

Donald F. Duncan took Joe to court over the infringe- 
ment. The court eventually sided with Joe. The success was a 
mixed one. The court fight practically bankrupted both com- 
ig and effectively put Joe out of the yo-yo business, but 

€ won, 

The result is that today, in the United States, anyone can 
use the word “yo-yo” in a product. The term is now generic. 
No longer do non-Duncan companies have to call their 
products something else such as “Fly-Bak Top” or “Return 
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Top” or some of the other terms concocted to get around the 
old trademark. 

All these upstart yo-yo companies (most of whom are 
making yo-yos that are far superior to the all-wooden return 
tops of old) owe Joe an eternal debt of thanks. And that they 
do, every time they produce and market another “yo-yo.” 

I’m very glad that I was able to visit Joe twice in the last 
year and a half —the first time I’d seen him since 1954—and 
to thank him personally for introducing me to a lifetime of 
fun revolving around the world’s greatest toy. 

Wherever Joe is now, I’m sure he’s putting on yo-yo 
demonstrations and thrilling crowds and carrying on the 
tradition of the world’s greatest toy. 

So long, Joe. You left behind a heritage that has enriched 
us all. You'll be missed. Yo on. 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


Are you looking for an old yo-yo friend or teacher you’ve 
lost touch with? Share the information with us. 

If you know the whereabouts of or have other informa- 
tion about anyone whose name appears in this section, con- 
tact us at Yo-Yo Times, and we’ll put you in touch with the in- 
dividual who placed the original request. 


Jim “Willy” Anderson, Herman Ridgeway 

Dale Myrberg writes: “The fellow who taught me most of 
the tricks I know was Jim “Willy” Anderson, a Duncan 
demonstrator. He was from Waco, Texas, and would be 
about 60 years old now. He was the best that ever came 
around Salt Lake City. I last received a letter from his wife in 
about 1957. 

“Another was Herman Ridgeway, who was the campaign 
manager for the Duncan demonstrators in the area. Don 
Duncan told me last year that Ridgeway was last seen in 
California somewhere. 

“T’d really like to see both of them again if they’re still out 
there. I was about 14 years old, and they invited me to go on 
the road with them, but my parents wouldn’t let me go, and I 
was madder than heck about it!” 
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